210718 Life Group Questions

The Manual: Blessed, Ephesians 4:1-7
With the beginning of Ephesian chapter 4, Paul continues his transition from speaking about what we are to believe about the nature of God and Christ’s church to how we live that out in our lives and relationships. 

Notice that the term “in love” appears four times in this section: Ephesians 4:2, 15, 16; 5:2, and as well as in two other places, Ephesians 1:4; 3:17. In this section, “in love” has a very different connotation than its contemporary English usages. Here and elsewhere, the Christian is called to act in variety of ways all modified by the phrase, “in love.”
A. In your Life Group, discuss what each of these “in love” passages means to you and how you might live that out.
1. Forbearing one another in love, Ephesians 4:2
2. Speaking the truth in love, Ephesians 4:15
3. Upbuilding the church in love, Ephesians 4:16
4. Walk in love, Ephesians 5:2
B. In Ephesians 4:4-6, Paul mentions seven “ones.”  Take a moment in your Life Group to discuss the significance that each of these plays in your life.

1. one body (repeatedly referenced as the church throughout Ephesians)
2. one Spirit (the Holy Spirit)
3. one hope (throughout Ephesians the message of the gospel for both Jew and Gentile)
4. one Lord (Jesus)
5. one faith (our trust and reliance upon Christ, our sole access to Christ)
6. one baptism (the covenant sign of God’s promise to us)
7. one God and Father of all, (pretty much self explanatory, but note again that God is Father of all, not simply one group of people.)
Note again, as with Ephesians 3:14-17, Paul makes reference to all three persons of the Trinity. 

C. When Paul talks about our walk as Christians (our personal comportment, our behavior, how we express ourselves in relationship to others around us), he mentions that it should be in a manner worthy of our calling. He then uses four words to describe what that looks like: humility, gentleness, patience, and forbearance. He then adds a fifth characteristic of our walk as Christians, that we be “eager to maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.” 
1. How do these characteristics show Christ in us?

2. How do these characteristics compare with the prevailing characteristic that we find in society today? For that matter, are these the characteristics that we find among fellow believers?  s there some disparity between these characteristics and how we see Christians behaving? 
3. How is forbearance different from tolerance?

4. Why is it so challenging for us to exhibit these characteristics, particularly when we find ourselves in a situation where we have passionate beliefs and feelings?

D.
Paul mentions that these characteristics are part of our calling. For that matter the words “called, call, and calling” appear four times in this short passage. Typically, when we think of a calling, we think of a person being called to be a pastor or a missionary. But here, Paul indicates that all Christians have a calling. In your group, discuss what it means for you to be called as a follower of Jesus. What does that entail? 
